
 
Myerstown Borough Council Committee Meetings 

 Wednesday, February 27, 2019, 6:30 p.m. 

Finance & Administration Committee 

A meeting of the Myerstown Borough Council Finance & Administration Committee was held on 
Wednesday, February 27, 2019 at 6:30 p.m. in Council Room at the Myerstown Community Center, 
Councilmember Eric L. Powell being in the chair the and the Secretary being present. 

Present were:  Committee Chair Eric L. Powell, Vice President Michael D. Behm, Council President 
Bryan L. Rittle, and Manager Michael R. McKenna.  Absent was Committee Member Jeffrey L. Thomas.  

The Chair opened the meeting at 6:37 p.m.  

There were no minutes for approval. 
 
There were no citizens or visitors in attendance for comment. 
 
The following reports were presented:  

- General Operating Fund Statement of Revenues and Expenditures for January 2019 
- Wastewater Treatment Operating Fund Statement of Revenues and Expenditures for January 

2019 
 

President Rittle explained to the committee that there was recently an attempt to cash a fraudulent 
check from the Borough’s general fund checking account.  The check was recognized as fraudulent by 
the bank and the account was frozen.  A new account is being opened.  Having the full-time accounts 
and benefits coordinator for the Borough nominated as Treasurer will make it easier to report to the 
bank and to open a new checking account.  Manager McKenna explained that the Borough Code 
provides for boroughs to nominate an Assistant Treasurer that can fulfill the duties of the Treasurer in 
his/her absence and presented a copy of this section of the Borough Code.  President Rittle and Vice 
President Behm signed documents from the bank to approve the opening of a new general fund checking 
account for the Borough.  Bryan L. Rittle moved and Michael D. Behm seconded to recommend that full 
Council adopt a Resolution to appoint Gale Edwards as Assistant Treasurer for the Borough.  Motion 
carried.  
 
Manager McKenna presented an updated budget for the Stormwater Management Program.  He 
explained that upon further discussions with the Borough’s Engineer and Assistant Manager, more 
accurate estimates of cost were arrived at and a final recommendation for the Stormwater Assessment 
Fee is being made, which is slightly less than original estimates.  Manager McKenna went through the 
proposed budget and explained each line item.  He also explained that the fee and budget would be 
officially implemented upon full Council passage of an Ordinance.  There was a brief discussion about 
billing options.  Bryan L. Rittle moved and Eric L. Powell seconded to recommend that full Council adopt 
an Ordinance implementing a stormwater assessment fee based upon the presented budget which 
specifies the cost per Equivalent Residential Unit at $93.00 annually.  Motion carried. 
 
Manager McKenna gave an update on the personnel project.  An organizational chart was presented to 
the committee.  Draft job descriptions were presented to the committee. 
 
 



 
Myerstown Borough Council Committee Meetings 

 Wednesday, February 27, 2019, 6:30 p.m. 

Manager McKenna explained that the Borough’s actuary and pension manager, John Vargo of Conrad 
Seigel, presented the annual report of the Actuarial Valuation as of January 1, 2019 for the Borough’s 
Police Pension Plan.  This report detailed that the unfunded actuarial accrued liability (UAAL) for the 
Borough was $42,031.  Adopting an alternative amortization period to properly fund the UAAL would 
allow the Borough to make annual payments of $5,697 each year instead of a one-time payment of  
 
$42,031.  This annual payment would be adjusted each year based upon the amount of the UAAL.  Bryan 
L. Rittle moved and Michael D. Behm seconded to recommend that full Council adopt a Resolution to 
adopt an alternative amortization period for amortizing the unfunded actuarial accrued liability at 
January 1, 2019.  Motion carried. 
 
The Chair asked if there were any additional comments for the good of the Borough.  Seeing none, he 
asked for a motion to adjourn.  Michael D. Behm moved and Bryan L. Rittle seconded to adjourn the 
meeting.  Motion carried. 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 7:40 p.m. 

       Respectfully Submitted,  

 

                                                                       
 Michael R. McKenna, MPA 

        Borough Manager/Secretary             

 

Public Safety & Planning Committee 

A meeting of the Myerstown Borough Council Public Safety and Planning Committee was held on 
Wednesday, February 27, 2019 at 6:30 p.m. in Room 3 at the Myerstown Community Center.  Council 
President Pro Tem Park W. Haverstick, II being in the Chair and the Deputy Secretary being present.  

Present were:  Committee Chair Park W. Haverstick, II, Committee Members Ronald L. Ream and Dana 
Reich, Mayor Gloria R. Ebling, Deputy Secretary Lisa A. Brubaker, Public Works Supervisor David C. Fake, 
and Assistant Manager Barry A. Ludwig.   

The Chair opened the meeting at 6:35 p.m.  

There were two (2) Visitors -Guests present.  

Dana Reich moved, and Ronald L. Ream seconded to dispense with the reading of and approve the 
minutes of the previous month’s meeting held on January 23, 2019. Motion carried.   

Park W. Haverstick, II opened the floor for public comments.  
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Keystone Fire Company member Michael Yiengst reported they are purchasing a new truck to replace 
the 1992 vehicle. They should have the truck by the end of summer, beginning of fall. He reported, the 
Borough will be receiving a letter from Lebanon County EMA regarding the new CAD System. The fire 
company had to do new run sheets. The Borough will have to approve the new run cards once the letter 
is received.  The Keystone Fire Company has applied for and been approved for a $15,000.00 Keystone 
State Grant. To his knowledge the Goodwill Fire Company did not apply for the grant.    

Presentations: 

The Annual Zoning Report from Lebanon County Planning Department was received and reviewed.   

Old Business: 

North Lebanon Township Police are working on a proposal for police services for the Borough.  

South Lebanon Township have approved for their police department to provide a proposal to the 
Borough for police services.   

The Mayor stated she has not heard anything from Millcreek Township for police services.  

Last month, the Borough Manager provided proposals for Code Enforcement services and Zoning 
Enforcement services from ABI and Rettew. A proposal from LTL Consultants has been received and the 
Borough Manager will be meeting with another firm, Light-Heigel, on March 4, 2019. The Manager will 
provide additional information at the March 27, 2019 Committee Meeting.  

New Business: 

Keystone Fire Company member Michael Yiengst discussed placing lock boxes at the Borough owned 
buildings for the fire departments in case of an emergency.  

Ronald L. Ream moved, and Dana Reich seconded to recommend to full Council to place lock boxes at 
the Borough owned buildings for the fire companies to have access in case of an emergency. Motion 
carried.  

The property owner of 2 E Main Avenue, Steve Hansen, is requesting permitted parking for his tenants 
in the Borough parking lot at 6 E. Main Avenue.  Ronald L. Ream stated he was not in favor of allowing 
permitted parking in a Borough owned lot. The lot is for public parking not for private use. Dana Reich 
stated the Borough was approached before from other business owners along Main Avenue for 
permitted parking spaces and the Borough turned them down. Ronald Ream stated what Steve Hansen 
is doing and is going to do there at the building is awesome, and the Borough should do anything we can 
do for him, but this is not something the Borough can do for him. Park W. Haverstick, II stated if 
permitted parking is allowed it may cause more problems in the future.  

Ronald L. Ream moved, and Dana Reich seconded to recommend to full Council to not allow permitted 
parking in the municipal parking lot at 6 E Main Avenue for residents of 2 E Main Avenue. Motion 
carried.  
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The Committee reviewed the parking restrictions and signage for the Borough owned parking lots. 
Public Works Supervisor David C. Fake provided a drawing of the current signage and what he is 
recommending the signage should be. If changes are recommended and approved by Council, the 
solicitor will have to prepare and advertise an amendment to the current Ordinance for adoption. Each 
parking lot was reviewed.  

Dana Reich moved seconded by Ronald L. Ream to take full Council to review the possible changes to 
the parking restrictions and the signage for the municipal parking lots. Motion carried.      

Michael Yiengst asked if the Borough would be interested in becoming the polling place for elections 
instead of the Keystone Fire Company building.  Election Services is the office that is in charge.  More 
information would be needed before the committee will consider.  

The Chairman asked if there were any additional comments for the good of the committee.  Seeing none, 
he asked for a motion to adjourn.  
 
Dana Reich moved, and Ronald L. Ream seconded to adjourn the meeting. Motion carried. 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 7:30 p.m. 

Respectfully Submitted,  

 

Lisa A. Brubaker                                                                     
        Deputy Secretary    

 

Parks & Recreation and Public Relations Committee 

A meeting of the Myerstown Borough Council Parks & Recreation and Public Relations Committee was 
held on Wednesday, February 27, 2019 at 7:30 p.m. in the Council Room of the Myerstown Community 
Center, President Pro Tem Park W. Haverstick, II being in the Chair and the Secretary being present. 

Present were:  Council President Bryan L. Rittle, Committee Members Park W. Haverstick, II and Dana 
Reich, Mayor Gloria Ebling, and Manager Michael R. McKenna.  Absent was Committee Chair Jeffrey L. 
Thomas.  

The Chair opened the meeting at 7:50 p.m.  

Dana Reich moved and Bryan L. Rittle seconded to approve the minutes of the previous month’s meeting 
held on January 23, 2019.  Motion carried. 

There were no citizens or visitors in attendance for comment.  
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Manager McKenna brought quotes for a digital monument sign for the Community Center.  He reported 
to the committee that there were post-and-panel directional signs being installed on Friday, and a small 
monument sign would be installed near the parking lot to identify parking.  Council reviewed the 
proposal from FastSigns and asked the manager to have them redesign the sign at a lower cost. 

Manager McKenna presented information about the 501(c)(3) organization and discussed how it would 
be used to cover liability for community events in the future.   

Manager McKenna presented a proposed sales agreement from the Reading Fightin’ Phils to host a 
Myerstown Night on August 16, 2019.  This fundraiser would require an initial down payment from the 
Borough, the cost of which would be recovered through selling sponsorships to local businesses in the 
same way it was done for the 250th Anniversary in 2018.  The committee members agreed that the 
Borough should do the event but wanted more details on pricing to be presented at the full Council 
meeting in March.  Bryan L. Rittle moved and Dana Reich seconded to recommend to full Council to 
approve for the Borough to purchase the Myerstown Night Celebration package for a fundraising event 
for the Borough upon receiving more pricing details at the March Council meeting.  Motion carried. 

Manager McKenna discussed the Borough Playground Program with the committee.  He explained that 
in 2018 there were only 3 participants the entire summer, and most days the Playground Program 
Leaders were sent home because no one showed up.  The committee lamented that the program was 
very popular in the past.  He recommended cancelling the program for 2019.  Bryan L. Rittle moved and 
Dana Reich seconded to recommend to full Council to cancel the Playground Program for 2019.  Motion 
carried. 

The Chair asked if there were any additional comments for the good of the committee.  Seeing none, he 
asked for a motion to adjourn.  
 
Bryan L. Rittle moved, and Dana Reich seconded to adjourn the meeting.  Motion carried. 

The meeting was adjourned at 8:31 p.m. 

       Respectfully Submitted,  

 

                                                                         
Michael R. McKenna, MPA 
Borough Manager/Secretary             

 

Public Works & Utilities Committee 

A meeting of the Myerstown Borough Council Public Works & Utilities Committee was held on 
Wednesday, February 27, 2019 at 7:30 p.m. in Room 3 of the Myerstown Community Center, 
Councilmember Ronald L. Ream being in the Chair and the Deputy Secretary being present. 
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Present were:  Committee Chairman Ronald L. Ream, Committee Member Eric L. Powell, Michael D. 
Behm, Public Works Supervisor David C. Fake, Deputy Secretary Lisa A. Brubaker, and Assistant 
Manager Barry A. Ludwig.                

The Chair opened the meeting at 7:42 p.m.  

There were no citizen(s) – visitor(s) in attendance. 

Eric L. Powell moved and Michael D. Behm seconded to dispense with the reading of and approve the 
minutes of the previous month’s meeting held on January 23, 2019. Motion carried.   

Old Business: 

David C. Fake provided an update from the last snow storms. Salt has been ordered. The Borough has 
met its tonnage quota under the Co-Stars Salt Contract. The work in the gym is almost complete, and 
they are working on the room in the downstairs for the church. They have one (1) street marking to place, 
and then Railroad Street will be finished. All of the equipment is up and working and the summer season 
equipment is ready. The grass at the Legion Field was discussed.   

Ronald L. Ream asked if they have done any research or gotten any quotes for a pole building. Barry A. 
Ludwig stated no they have not. Funding towards vehicles was place in the 2019 budget, but they would 
like to have the pole building first. David C. Fake stated if the Borough does a pole building, the Goodwill 
Fire Police would like to build a bay onto it for their use. They would pay the costs for that portion, but 
they asked for it to be outside of the gate area, because they do not want to deal with opening and closing 
of the gate during calls. An automatic gate system was discussed. David C. Fake stated an automated 
gate would be great for the security of Public Works building.            

Barry A. Ludwig provided an update on the Wastewater Treatment Plant from the flooding event.  He is 
working with the Borough Engineer to come up with ideas and a plan for Flood Mitigation. The plan is 
to try to protect as many buildings and equipment as possible if another event occurs. He will be 
applying for a grant 85% - 15% split through DCED (Department of Community and Economic 
Development). There are a lot of options. They looked at raising the levy, but he is not comfortable with 
spending that amount of money and is not confident it will stop the water from coming over during a 
flood. Platforms will be added to some of the buildings to make work and storage areas. Retaining walls, 
waterproof doors and gates will be added, and a pole building/storage be built to keep equipment on 
higher ground.  
 
Barry A. Ludwig stated they will be cleaning three (3) of the six (6) reed beds. The contract has been 
signed, he is just waiting on the contractor. The digestor building, in the basement, will be prepared and 
painted. Just waiting for a start date from the contractor.                          
       
Ronald L. Ream asked when the letters to the home owners who need to do curb/sidewalk repairs on the 
North end of Railroad Street will be mailed. He would like to give them ample time to complete the 
repairs before the paving is done. Barry A. Ludwig stated they have not yet inspected that area, but  
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once that has been done the letters will be mailed. The curbs, sidewalks, and ADA Ramps will be done 
in 2019, and the paving will be done in 2020.   

The Borough Manager had the Code Enforcement Officer go out and inspect the curbs and sidewalks. A 
list has been provided showing the most hazardous curbs and sidewalks within the Borough. The 
Committee may recommend to full Council to send letters to these properties along with the Railroad 
Street properties. The Ordinance for curb and sidewalks requirements was provided for review. 

Ronald L. Ream stated these properties do need work, but it has never been the policy before to this, 
except when a road project is scheduled. He can see it being an issue with property owners. Properties 
where there is no carb and sidewalks were discussed. The solicitor may have to review if an amendment 
to the Ordinance is approved. Barry A. Ludwig stated one area is the language in the current Ordinance 
which is not clear on the ownership of ADA ramps. Several Ordinances need cleaning up or 
clearer/specific language.    

Eric L. Powell moved and Michael D. Behm to recommend to full Council to authorize the Public Works 
Department and Assistant Manager to inspect the properties for curb and sidewalks repairs on N. 
Railroad Street and W. Main Avenue and have the property owner letter for approval at the next Council 
Meeting. Motion carried.   

The Chairman asked if there were any additional comments for the good of the committee.  Seeing none, 
he asked for a motion to adjourn.  
 
Michael D. Behm moved and Eric L. Powell seconded to adjourn the meeting.  Motion carried. 

The meeting was adjourned at 8:35 p.m. 

       Respectfully Submitted,  

 

                                                                         
Lisa A. Brubaker, 

        Deputy Secretary             

 

Full Council Review 

A meeting of the Myerstown Borough Council was held on Wednesday, February 27, 2019 at 8:30 p.m. in 
the Council Room of the Myerstown Community Center, President Bryan L. Rittle being in the Chair 
and the Secretary being present. 

The Chair opened the meeting at 8:43 p.m.  

Present were: President Bryan L. Rittle, Vice President Michael D. Behm, President Pro Tem Park W. 
Haverstick, II, Councilmembers Eric L. Powell, Ronald L. Ream, and Dana Reich, Mayor Gloria R. Ebling, 
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Assistant Manager Barry A. Ludwig, Communications and Economic Development Officer Steffan 
Bomberger, and Manager Michael R. McKenna.  Absent was Councilmember Jeffrey L. Thomas. 

Park W. Haverstick, II moved and Ronald L. Ream seconded to approve the minutes of the previous 
month’s meeting held on January 23, 2019.  Motion carried. 

There were no citizens in attendance for comment.  There were visitors in attendance who had no 
comments at this time. 

The chair of the Finance & Administration Committee gave a report on their meeting held at 6:30 p.m. 

The chair of the Public Safety & Planning Committee gave a report on their meeting held at 6:30 p.m. 

The chair of the Parks & Recreation and Public Relations Committee gave a report on their meeting held 
at 7:30 p.m. 

The chair of the Public Works & Utilities Committee gave a report on their meeting held at 7:30 p.m.  

Assistant Manager Barry A. Ludwig updated the Council on flood mitigation efforts to the Wastewater 
Treatment Facility.  Ronald L. Ream moved and Michael D. Behm seconded to approve for the Assistant 
Manager to have an engineering study performed for flood mitigation at the Wastewater Treatment 
Facility, and to pursue a grant from the Department of Community and Economic Development to help 
fund the project.  Motion carried. 

A presentation was made by Communications and Economic Development Officer Steffan Bomberger 
proposing the creation of a 501(c)(3) Community Development Corporation in the Borough.  Also in 
attendance in support of the organization were Myerstown resident and owner of SkyLimit Marketing, 
Jack Cantwell and former Lebanon Valley Economic Development Corporation President, Charles 
Blankenship.  Bomberger explained, with input from Mr. Blankenship, how a Community Development 
Corporation would act as a partnership between the Borough and the business community to advance 
community and economic development efforts.    

Eric L. Powell moved and Park W. Haverstick, II seconded to approve for the Borough Manager to draft 
the following and have it ready for action at the next Council Business Meeting:  

- A Resolution to: 
o Approve for the Borough to apply for the creation of a 501(c)(3) Community Development 

Corporation for the Borough of Myerstown.  
 

o Approve the Articles of Incorporation for a 501(c)(3) Community Development 
Corporation for the Borough of Myerstown. 

o Commit the Borough to fund 40% of operational costs of the 501(c)(3) Community 
Development Corporation through the end of 2019 (approximately $7,500).  

Motion carried. 
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Ronald L. Ream moved and Dana Reich seconded to approve for the Borough manager and staff to reach 
out to local business and community leaders to serve on the board of the 501(c)(3) Community 
Development Corporation for the Borough of Myerstown.  Motion carried. 

The Chair asked if there were any additional comments for the good of the Borough.  Seeing none, he 
asked for a motion to adjourn.  
 
Ronald L. Ream moved, and Michael D. Behm seconded to adjourn the meeting.  Motion carried. 

The meeting was adjourned at 10:20 p.m. 

       Respectfully Submitted,  

 

                                                                         
Michael R. McKenna, MPA  
Borough Manager/Secretary             


